ABSTRACT
The Scene:
A meeting room at The Society for Historical Archaeology Conference on Historical and Un derwater Archaeology, Corpus Christi, Texas (1997) . A young woman stands at the podium. She fiddles with her papers, coughs, and scans the audience in an appeal for quiet.
The Dialogue: ARCHAEOLOGIST (stiffly and in a mono tone):
In December 1995, personnel 
ARCHAEOLOGIST:
Gallup also owned teams of horses and wagons that he would use to bring the Chinese workers to Sacramento from the Chinese company boardinghouses in San Fran cisco . . .
GALLUP (interrupting):
When they didn't come up the river by boat, that is. Two or three hundred at a time there might be. And oft times they'd stay for a few days in Sacramento, while I found them work in the gold mines. And we packed 'em into those boardinghouses, I can tell you. But on this topic, I will say a few words. Of late, there has been some uncharitable talk about these boardinghouses.
So, if I may, I would translate for you the list of rules of the Yeung-wo house so you may decide for your selves the moral character of these institutions. I begin: "In the company's house," it says, "there must be no concealment of stolen goods, no gun powder or other combustible material, no gam bling, no drunkenness, no cooking (except in the proper quarters), no burning of sacrificial papers, no accumulation of baggage, no filth, no bathing, no filching oil, no heaps of rags or trash, no wrangling or noise, no injury to company prop erty, and no slops of victuals." And if that's not more rules than a temperance hotel, then I'm a Dutchman?which I'm not.
ARCHAEOLOGIST:
The archaeological exca vation was carried out using stratigraphic, open area methods. The deposits contained such a wealth of small artifacts and fish bone that the archaeologists bulk-bagged over six tons of the soil matrix for fine screening back at the lab. Last evening, on invitation, the writer was one of a dinner party, hosted by some of our leading Chinese merchants, and consisting of a county judge, a justice of the peace, a federal official, a physician, a West Pointer, a lawyer and ourself. On one wall hung a painting of a Chinese pan ther and the likenesses of 4 of the 8 Chinese Wandering Jews of the Celestial spheres. We had hoped for the pleasure of eating with chopsticks but none were observed. The table was (Gallup 1853 (Gallup -1854 . These materials, which in clude letters from Gallup to his fiancee, Julia, gave us confidence in our assertions about the nature of the relationship between Gallup and his Chinese partners that we had deduced from eth nographic analogy. The life of Tong Achick, Gallup's equivalent as an intermediary in the Yeung-wo District Association, is documented by Ng (1995) and in The Oriental (1855) 
